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to waive all claims to the Arab lands of Asia and the last
vestiges of old rights throughout northern Africa. This would
leave for the Ottoman Empire only Asia Minor, with Constan-
tinople and some small remnant of adjacent territory. But the
Allied negotiators had to take account of the arrangements
sketched out in the secret treaties of 1915-17. Britain was secure
in the occupation of Palestine and Mesopotamia, Russia was
out of the account, but France and Italy had claims, and there
was a further claimant in Greece, which had joined the Allies in
the last year of the war.

In the original scheme for the partition of the Turkish Empire
south-western Asia Minor was to have been Italy's 'sphere of
influence'. This was now divided between Italy and Greece.
Already in April 1918 the Italians had occupied the port of
Adalia on the south coast. Farther west the French landed
troops in Cilicia and occupied Adana, the capital of the Turkish
province. On the 15th May 1920, under the protection of
British, French, and American warships, a Greek army landed
at Smyrna, the most important port and city in Asia Minor,
There was practically no resistance but some of the Greek
regiments got out of hand and there was sack and massacre in
the Turkish quarters of the city.1

One of the worst mistakes of the Allies was the idea that the
Turks were at their mercy and that the remnant of their domi-
nions in Asia could be as easily partitioned as the lands they had
lost in Europe in the century of their declining power since the
Greek War of Independence. No real importance was attached
to a nationalist movement which had begun after the armistice
of 1918. There had been meetings of Turkish notables at
various centres in Asia, gatherings of officers and civilian politi-
cians, whose nationalist resolutions were regarded by the Allies
and the Sultan's supporters at Constantinople as mere wordy
protests. But the Turks of Asia, for centuries the stronghold
of their race and the best recruiting ground of their army, were

1 The League of Nations was as yet only in the organization stage, and the
occupation of Smyrna and many other important Allied actions of the time -were
carried into effect by warrant of Conferences of the Allied ambassadors or of special
envoys acting under instructions from their governments.
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